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SYNTHESIS: SUMMARY,
CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDATIONS
Harnessing Technologies in an Age of Al 

to Build a Healthier World
28 January-2 February 2025

Bangkok, Thailand



PMAC and the Megatrends
2022 The World We Want: Actions Towards a Sustainable, Fairer and 

Healthier Society

2023 Setting a New Health Agenda – at the Nexus of Climate Change, 
Environment, and Biodiversity

2024 Geopolitics, Human Security, and Health Equity in an Era of Polycrises

2025 Harnessing Technologies in an Age of AI to Build a Healthier World

2026 (Tentatively) Navigating Global Demographic Transition Through 
Innovative Policy: An Equity-Centered Approach

2



Table of Contents

• PMAC 2025 and participant characteristics 
• Synthesis and summary
• Acknowledgement
• Points for discussion 

3



PMAC 2025 Structure

Pre-conference: 28 – 30 Jan 2025
- Art contest: 529 artworks submitted 

from 13 countries
- 46 Side meetings
- 4 Field trips

Main Conference: 31 Jan – 2 Feb 2025
- Opening session
- 4 Plenary sessions
- 15 Parallel sessions
- 47 poster presentation
- 4 special events 
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Participant Characteristics

Sorted by Genders

Total number of participants =  975
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Participant Characteristics

Sorted by Organization Sorted by WHO Region 6



Synthesis and Summary
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How long has 
artificial intelligence 

been a topic of 
global discussion?

[1-100 years]
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https://www.mentimeter.com/
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1956 Dartmouth Summer Research Project 
on Artificial Intelligence

• The workshop has been referred to as "the Constitutional 
Convention of AI"

10
Slide from PS2.4 by Leo Anthony Celi
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Video of PMAC 2025: Let ethics guide technology in an age of AI https://youtu.be/iGjv-igK4lI

https://youtu.be/iGjv-igK4lI


1. Promise of 
Technology & AI for Health
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Slide from PS3.3 by Ricardo Baptista Leite

CAGR: Compound Annual Growth Rate
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14Slide from PS2.5 by Kara Khalid



Health Services
Improve Availability, Accessibility, Quality and Efficiency e.g.,

- Telemedicine and mHealth especially for people in remote areas

- Optimizing chronic disease management 
- Streamlined healthcare service
- Early disease detection by AI-assisted tools

Slide from PS1.3 by Hongqiao Fu Slide from PS1.3 by Yhuko Ogata
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Health Financing
Improving financial risk protection 

Digital solution for reducing fraud, 
waste and abuse 

Slide from PS1.1 by Akihito Watabe 16Slide from PS1.1 by Toomas Palu



Health Information Systems

17Slide from PS1.1 by Tiranee Achalakul
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Health Workforce

Education
• Distance education
• Virtual reality & simulation
• Learner-adaptive education driven by AI

Ref: https://smarttek.solutions/blog/vr-training-for-healthcare-why-your-hospital-needs-it/

Mental Health
• Access to the internet to reduce professional 

& personal isolation
• Digital apps for health worker mental health
• Digital apps for mentoring

Ref: https://healthtechinsider.com/2020/07/20/free-mental-health-app-for-frontline-workers/

Adapted from PS1.2 by Kate Tulenko



2. Perils of
Technology & AI for Health 
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Challenges
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Digital Divide

Between countries

Between socioeconomic 
groups

Men vs women

Varying levels of digital 
literacy 

Data Colonialism 
and Bias

Bias in data collection, 
algorithm development, 
product design and 
deployment

Hesitancy in adoption 
due to social and 
cultural practices

Lack of trust in data 
source

Climate Impact

Energy intensive

Water intensive

Contradicting climate 
action goals (?)



Current Digital Health Divide 
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Enabling environment
• Leadership and 

governance, 

• Strategy and 
investment,

• Legislation, policy, 
and compliance, 

• Infrastructure, 

• Workforce, 
• Services and 

applications, 
• Standard and 

interoperability

Slide from PS2.1 by Debbie Rogers 
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Ref: Internet Health Report, 2022: https://2022.internethealthreport.org/facts/

Data Colonialism



Unrepresentative → Unreliable

23Slide from PS2.5 by Kara Khalid



Negative Climate Impact 

24
Ref: 1. College of Information and Computer Sciences at University of Massachusetts Amherst
2. https://tilburg.ai/2024/09/ai-environmental-impact/

https://tilburg.ai/2024/09/ai-environmental-impact/


Challenges
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Lack of supportive 
governance & 
infrastructure

ICT infrastructure: electricity, 
internet, mobile phones, etc. 

Regulatory body

Limited capacity of users, healthcare 
workers, policy makers

Siloed digital health architecture 

Fragmented AI governance 
frameworks

Privacy and security

Lack of informed consent in data 
collection and sharing

Cyberattacks

Data leaks 



3. The Way Forward 

26



27Slide from PS2.5 by Sara Khalid



Global Institutions Mapping AI Governance for Health
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Slide from PS2.1 by Rose 
Delilah Gesicho

Numerous calls to action – what's next?

Slide from PS3.1 by 
Fujiwara Yasuhiro

Slide from PS3.4 by Alvin B. Marcelo
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Points for Discussion
• Fragmented existing platforms or mechanisms for convening 

multiple stakeholders for governance of AI for health

• Some of the core guiding principles for a representative 
governance of AI for health
oRepresentative of global and local needs
oFast(er)
oFair, ethical and inclusive

• Ecosystem for technology and AI for health
oRoles of government, private, community, and individual
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Thank You
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